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HB 162:  GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR PROVIDING TESTIMONY 
 

The purpose of this document is to provide guidelines for individuals who wish to submit written and/or oral 

testimony to its assigned committee for HB 162, the “Adoptee Rights” bill.  This document is designed to guide 

you, not to silence your voice or your unique perspective.  These are suggestions that we feel will strengthen 

the arguments in support of HB 162.  For an oral testimony, please remember to prepare a shorter, formal, 

typed version to bring to the hearing with you. 

 

Things to Avoid: 

 Making HB 162 about reunion.  PA already has a reunion registry and original birth certificate (OBC) 

access does not guarantee a successful search or reunion. 

 Making HB 162 about medical history.  PA already has a medical history registry.  OBCs do not contain 

health information.  Again, having an OBC does not guarantee a reunion or subsequent exchange of 

medical information. 

 The “us vs. them” approach.  Remember that a legislator’s goal is to make good policy.  Hearings are 

collaboration between policy makers and voters. 

 Disempowering or negative portrayals of original parents, adoptive parents, foster parents, or adult 

adoptees.  Remember, 60% of people, legislators included, are connected to the people you’ll be 

speaking about.  

 Referring to adult adoptees as “children.”  HB 162 does not impact adoptees under the age of 18. 

 

Things to Embrace: 

 Making HB 162 about equality.  PA already has a reunion and medical history registry to try to address 

those issues.  What PA does not have is equality.  Equality is the unique issue addressed by HB 162. 

 Making HB 162 about honoring the strength and dignity of adult adoptees by treating them the same 

as everyone else. 

 A passionate and empowered testimony that allows legislators to feel their own emotions from the 

facts, rather than one that tells them how to feel.  Your words should be their focus. 

 Telling a story: what does Adoptee Rights mean to you? 

 

Things to Consider Addressing: 

 The cost.  HB 162 is a fiscally neutral bill that reduces government waste by eliminating the need for 

adult adoptees to tie up the court and registry systems in an attempt to obtain their OBC. 

 The problem.  Tell them why inequality is wrong. 

 The solution.  Tell them why HB 162 is the solution to adoptee inequality in PA. 

 The impact.  Tell them how you see HB 162 having a positive impact on adult adoptees. 

 As an original parent/family member, an adoptive parent/family member, an adoption professional, 

or an adult adoptee, tell them how it makes you feel to know that current 

PA law treats adoptees differently than those who are not adopted. 

 

For helpful facts, figures, and statistics to consider including in your testimony, please 

visit our website to print copies of our “Guide to Adoptee Rights” and our “HB 162 

Handout.”  
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 [SAMPLE FORMAL WRITTEN TESTIMONY OUTLINE] 

The Adoptee Rights Bill (HB 162) 

[Hearing date here] 

[Your name here] 

Testimony in support of House Bill 162: The Adoptee Rights Bill 

Dear Chairpersons [names] and Members of the [committee nane], 

[State your name, your connection to adoption, and any credentials you have].  [State the purpose of 

your testimony.  E.g. “The purpose of my testimony today is to relay my support for HB 162, a bill that 

would restore the equal right of Pennsylvania-born adult adoptees to access their original birth 

certificate.”] 

 

[Tell a short story to share about your connection to the issue.] 

 

[Give any statistics or research that would help broaden the view past your story.] 

 

 

[Address other concerns you think legislators might have, like cost.  HB 162 is a fiscally neutral bill.] 

 

 

[Close by telling them what you would like them to do.  Recommend HB 162 to the Senate for a vote.] 

 

 

Thank for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

[Your name here] 

 


