
   

 © Pennsylvania Adoptee Rights. All Rights Reserved. Updated January 25, 2015 

HB 162:  EQUALITY FOR ADULTADOPTEES  
Let Pennsylvania lead once again. 

 

Up until 1984, Pennsylvania was among three states that allowed adult 

adoptees equal access to their original birth certificates.  While a total 

of six states have now given equal access to original birth certificates, 

Pennsylvania law lags far behind with its unfair system. 

 

Current Pennsylvania law requires adult adoptees born in Pennsylvania 

to petition the court system or utilize a registry to access a “summary” 

of their original birth certificate. 

 

No other adult citizen born in Pennsylvania is required to… 

 Ask a parent’s permission to see their birth record. 

 Receive only a “summary” of their birth record. 

 Petition the courts, use a registry, or pay excessive fees to see 

their birth record. 

 

This is inequality. 

 

HB 162 is about equality.  The reasons to support the immediate 

passage of HB 162 are clear and compelling. 

 

Treating adult adoptees equally…. 

 Sends a positive message about what it means to be adopted. 

 Honors the dignity and worth of adult adoptees as people. 

 Reduces the burden on the court and registry systems. 

 Reflects excellent policy and best practices regarding this issue. 

 Allows adoptees to easily resolve issues they may have 

obtaining passports, driver’s licenses, job security clearance, or 

accessing American Indian tribal membership. 

 

Support HB 162 today.  Support equality for adult adoptees.  

EMPOWERING ADULT ADOPTEES AND THEIR FAMILIES SINCE 2009 

 

PENNSYLVANIA ADOPTEE RIGHTS 

WHAT IS HB 162? 

HB 162 gives adult 

adoptees born in 

Pennsylvania the same 

access to their original 

birth certificates that 

all other citizens enjoy. 

WHAT IS THE COST? 

There is no known 

fiscal impact to this 

legislation.  In fact, it 

should increase 

efficiency as fewer 

adult adoptees will tie 

up the court and 

registry systems to 

obtain their original 

birth certificate. 

“NOT TO HAVE 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
WHAT HAPPENED 
BEFORE YOU 
WERE BORN IS TO 
BE CONDEMNED 
TO LIVE FOREVER 
AS A CHILD.” 

               -CICERO 

 

 
Get Informed 

For a full list of FAQs, research, & statistics, please  

Visit www.adopteerightspa.org.  Or, simply 

capture our QR code with your smartphone. 


